
Writing About Film
The Basics:
Just as in a literature analysis, you should introduce a concrete, arguable thesis in the beginning 
and prove it throughout your paper. For example, your thesis could address one of the major 
themes and how the director expresses it.

Your introduction should include the title of the film, the director, and the year it was released. 

Sometimes the instructor will ask for a short synopsis of the film in your introduction, but in 
general, avoid plot summary. Only talk about the scenes that prove your thesis. 

Remember that film is a unique form of expression, integrating visual and auditory media. Do 
not get so caught up in the plot that you forget to notice the technical elements. Pay close 
attention to music, lighting, camera movement, editing, and casting of characters. For example, 
how does the music contribute to the opening credits of Edward Scissorhands? How does the 
the use of space help contrast the sets in town versus Edward’s castle?

Use film terminology to write about film: words and phrases like editing, camera angle, mise én 
scene, sets, cinematography help add to your analysis.

Elements of Film
• Narrative

• What a movie is about – its story, characters, and world – forms its narrative. 
• Cinematography

• is defined as “writing in movement” and depends largely on photography. The art of 
cinematography is concerned just as much with how something is being filmed as it is 
with what is being filmed. The way in which a shot is framed, lit, toned, and colored is 
a story of its own just as it is in photography.

• Sound
• Sound is perhaps the most powerfully visceral and subtly influential aspect of film. 

There are three components of sound in film: dialogue, sound effects, and music. 
Music is the most evident and striking of the components.

• Mise-en-scene
• is everything that appears in a frame. Sets, locations, actors, props, costumes, light, 

and shadow are all part of mise-en-scene. Mise-en-scene can be realistic or abstract, 
purely background or an interpretive active element

• Editing
• We will not focus on this, but it is how scenes are put together or “cut.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyJFeY0GBQw

