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Dimmesdale is of high authority in the town and Hester is not. When Hester commits the sin of 
adultery, the town looks down upon her. If Dimmesdale would have admitted to committing 
adultery, no one would have believed him. Hester shows she is strong by to her sin. Dimmesdale 
is weak, he is beautiful on the outside, but emotionally on the inside he is a disaster. The guilt 
builds up inside of him until he cannot take it anymore. He carves the symbolic letter “A” into 
his chest to let himself know that he has made an awful mistake in his life. 
  
Thesis: Hawthorne uses the characterization of Dimmesdale and Hester to show the different 
social ranks in Puritan life; Hawthorne uses the scarlet “A” and the emotion of guilt to symbolize 
how everyone is a sinner. 
  
SPA Point 1:  
Topic Sentence: Dimmesdale’s authority in the town allows him to evade any suspicion of him 
being the father of Pearl.   
Quote with context (SOAP) and page cite: “It was found, said the sexton, this morning on the 
scaffold where evil-doers are set up to public shame. Satan dropped it there, I take it, intending a 
scurrilous jest against your reverence. But, indeed he was blind and foolish, as he ever and 
always is. A pure hand needs no glove to cover it (142).” 
Analysis (how does it support the topic and thesis): In this scene of The Scarlet Letter, a man 
comes up to Dimmesdale with his glove. He tells him that he found his glove on the scaffold 
where the sinners stand. The man says this must be the devils work. The night before this, 
Dimmesdale was on the scaffold with Pearl and Hester. When they were on the scaffold, they 
saw the letter “A” appear in the sky. The town thinks the “A” stands for angel, because Governor 
Winthrop died and he was ascending to heaven. Dimmesdale believes the “A” in the sky to stand 
for adultery, the sin he hasn’t admitted to doing. The man that found Dimmmesdale’s glove just 
shows how naive the people of the town are. They don’t even consider why the glove was 
actually on the scaffold. Since Dimmesdale is a minister, the people will believe anything he 
says. They also believe that he never does anything wrong. On the other hand, Hester is looked 
down upon by the people in town the moment she steps out of prison. The difference between 
Hester and Dimmesdale is that Hester confessed her sin, and Dimmesdale has not yet. 
  



SPA Point 2: 
Topic Sentence: Early in The Scarlet Letter, Dimmesdale acts as a hypocrite when he is scolding 
Hester on the scaffold. 
Quote with context (SOAP) and page cite: “Be not silent from any mistaken pity and tenderness 
for him; for, believe me, Hester, though he were to step down from a high place, and stand there 
beside thee on the pedestal of shame, yet better were it so, than to hide a guilty heart through life. 
What can thy silence do for him, except it tempt him, yea, compel him, as it were, to add 
hypocrisy to sin (59)?” 
Analysis (how does it support the topic and thesis): On the scaffold, Dimmesdale is explaining to 
Hester that if she does not reveal the father of the child, her heart will be filled with guilt and the 
Lord will scorn her. Dimmesdale, in saying all of this, knows that he is the father of Hester’s 
child. He is a hypocrite for saying these things on the scaffold because he took part in the same 
sin that Hester took part in. He will receive the same consequences that Hester went through 
once he confesses to his sin. Dimmesdale will feel enormous guilt for what he has done, and that 
he is watching the one he loves go through terrible pain. 

SPA Point 3: 
Topic Sentence: Hester will always be reminded of her sin, but she tries to put it in the past; 
Dimmesdale suffers to confess to his sin which creates guilt that is hard for him to handle.  
Quote with context (SOAP) and page cite: “Poor, miserable man! what right had infirmity like 
his to burden itself with crime? Crime is for the iron-nerved, who have their voice to either 
endure it, or, if it press too hard, to exert their fierce and avid strength for a good purpose, and 
fling it off at once (133).” 
Analysis (how does it support the topic and thesis): If Dimmesdale were used to being blamed 
for things, keeping this secret of adultery would not be hard for him. But Dimmesdale is a 
minister in a Puritan town, so the guilt that he feels is overwhelming. His guilt serves the same 
purpose as the scarlet “A”. The narrator  The guilt reminds Dimmesdale of his sin, and the “A” 
reminds Hester of her sin. The difference is, Hester feels no guilt at all. She is actually happy just 
to have Pearl still in her life. Dimmesdale has to wake up every morning and wonder if someone 
will find out his secret, or if he will snap and confess to the sin.  
  


